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Jun 2008 Volume 21 Number 12

Wisdom of the Church

Fr. Germain Kopaczynski, OFM Conv

Parochial Vicar, St Mark’s Boynton Beach
Submitted by Michael Farenga

On May 6, 2008 Fr.
Germain Kopaczynski
OFM Conv., Parochial
Vicar and Franciscan
Friar from St. Mark’s
Catholic Church in
Boynton Beach gave a
talk on the ‘Wisdom of
the Church in Today’s
World'.

He began with over-
head cartoons, one of
which shows a teenage
boy talking to his grand-
father. He asks, "Gee,
Granddad, your generation didn't have all these social dis-
eases. What did you wear to have safe sex?"

Without looking up from his book, his grandfather replies, "A
wedding ring.".

Having gotten out attention, Fr Germain continued with the Jesuit
view of humans: "Human beings are intelligent, free, creations of
God". We are responsible stewards, not absolute Masters of our fel-
low brothers and sisters and environment. This is the exact opposite
of the Kevorkian view that ‘Man is autonomous’. To bring that point
home he quoted the late Pope John Paul II: "God alone is the master
of human life and its integrity".

His main theme was on the subject of health care in today’s material-
istic world, stressing that care should prolong life not give in to non
care, i.e. withdrawal of technology with the full intention of causing
death: EUTHANASIA. Quoting philosopher Spinoza "Nothing can be

(Continued on page 3)
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Date Program
Ordination to the Diaconate
Jun 1 Mr. Brian Campbell
St Paul of the Cross Catholic Church
Breakfast Meeting
Jun 3 Installation of Officers
Jun 17 Breakfast Meeting
Fr lves Francois, Diocesan Director of Vocatipns
Breakfast Meeting
Jul 1 Fr. Richard Florek, OFM Conv.
Pastor, St Mark Catholic Church
Jul 1 Blessed Junipero Serra Day
Jul 4 Independence Day!
Jul 15 Breakfast Meeting
Breakfast Meeting
Aug 5 Theresa LaPore
Director of Development, Cardinal Newman HS
Aug 12-17 Serra International Convention, Sao Paulo, Brazi
Aug 19 Breakfast Meeting
Sepl Labor Day!
Sep 2 No Meeting
Sep 16 Breakfast Meeting
Oct 7 Breakfast Meeting
Gerald Taylor, Mayor of Boynton Beach
Oct 21 Breakfast Meeting
Nov 4 Election Day!
Nov 4 Breakfast Meeting
Dr Stanley Feist, PhD, Mental Health Counselor
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Chaplain’s Corner
God's Coffee

A group of alumni highly established
in their careers got to talking at a
reunion and decided to go visit their
old university professor now retired.
During their visit conversation soon
turned into complaints about stress
in their work and lives.

Offering his guests coffee, the professor went into the kitchen
and returned with a large pot of coffee and an assortment of
cups porcelain, plastic, glass, crystal, some plain looking,
some expensive, some exquisite....telling them to help them-
selves to the coffee.

When all the alumni had a cup of coffee in hand, the profes-
sor said "notice that all the nice looking, expensive cups were
taken up, leaving behind the plain and cheap ones. While it
is normal for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is
the source of your problem and stress. Be assured that the
cup itself adds no quality to the coffee. In most cases even
hides what we drink. What all of you really wanted was cof-
fee, not the cup, but you consciously went for the best cups
and then you began eyeing each other's cups.

"Now consider this...life is the coffee. Your jobs. Money and
position in society are the cups. They are just tools to hold
and contain life. The type of cup one has does not define,
nor change the quality of life a person lives. Sometimes, by
concentrating only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the coffee God
has provided us. The happiest people don't have the best of
every thing. They just make the best of everything."

God brews the coffee, not the cups.....enjoy your coffee! Live
simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly.
Spend time with God over your coffee!

(Author unknown)

Father Joe

(Continued from page 1)

said so rightfully, that it can
be prevented from being
badly interpreted.” We must
respect life in all its forms
from the moment of concep-
tion to one’s final breaths. Fr
Germain directed us to these
two paragraphs in the Cate-
chism of the Catholic
Church:

2278

Discontinuing medical proce-
dures that are burdensome,
dangerous, extraordinary, or
disproportionate to the ex-
pected outcome can be le-
gitimate; it is the refusal of
“over-zealous” treatment.
Here one does not will to
cause death; one’s inability
to impede it is merely ac-
cepted. The decisions
should be made by the pa-
tient if he is competent and
able or, if not, by those le-
gally entitled to act for the
patient, whose reasonable
will and legitimate interest
must always be respected.

2279
Even if death is thought im-
minent, the ordinary care
owed to a sick person cannot
be legitimately interrupted.
The use of painkillers to alle-
viate the sufferings of the
dying, even at the risk of
shortening their days, can be
morally in conformity with
human dignity if death is not
willed as either an end or a
means, but only foreseen
and tolerated as inevitable.
Palliative care is a special
form of disinterested charity.
(Continued on page 5)
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Membership News
Barbara Hostomsky
VP Membership

| am very happy to have
been able to serve as you
Membership VP for the last
three years and am very
grateful for al | the help and
support | have received.

| want to thank Annette
Farenga for accepting the
nomination to this position
and know she will do a ter-
rific job.

| am looking forward to
serving the club as a Trus-
tee and will help Annette in

every way that | can.

" #$ %&
) #"

(Continued from page 3)
As such it should be en-
couraged.

Our end of life decisions
culminate into two parts:

I. We can refuse overzeal-
ous treatments, and

Il. We don’t have to provide
treatment, but must provide
palliative care.

In conclusion we must treat
each other with love and
respect.

Fr. Germain gave us all a
lot to think about over the
summer!

One nice thing about
egotists: they don't talk
about other people.
*kkkk

All I ask is a chance to
prove that money can't
make me happy.

*kkkk

The cost of living hasn't
affected its popularity.
*kkkk

| used to be indecisive.

Now I'm not sure.
*kkk*k

Is it me--or do buffalo
wings taste like chicken?

Saint Barnabas, Apostle

Feast Day June 11th

St. Barnabas is one of the
first prophets and teachers of
the church at Antioch (Acts
13:1). He was born of Jewish
parents of the tribe of Levi.
His aunt was the mother of
John, surnamed Mark
(Colossians 4:10), widely as-
sumed to be the same Mark
as the person traditionally
believed to be the author of
the Gospel of Mark. He was a
native of Cyprus, where he
possessed land (Acts 4:36,
37), which he sold, and gave
the proceeds to the church in
Jerusalem. When Paul re-
turned to Jerusalem after his
conversion, Barnabas took
him and introduced him to the
apostles (9:27); it is possible
that they had been fellow stu-
dents in the school of Gama-
liel.

The prosperity of the church

at Antioch led the apostles
and brethren at Jerusalem to
send Barnabas there to su-
perintend the movement. He
found the work so extensive
and weighty that he went to
Tarsus in search of Paul to
assist him. Paul returned with
him to Antioch and labored
with him for a whole year
(Acts 11:25, 26). At the end
of this period, the two were
sent up to Jerusalem (AD 44)
with the contributions the
church at Antioch had made
for the poorer members of
the Jerusalem church (11:28-
30).

Shortly after they returned,
bringing John Mark with
them, they were appointed as
missionaries to Asia Minor,
and in this capacity visited
Cyprus and some of the prin-
cipal cities of Pamphylia, Pis-

EAFMES

idia, and Lycaonia (Acts
13:14). With the conversion
of Sergius Paulus, Paul be-
gins to gain prominence over
Barnabas from the point
where the name "Paul" is
substituted for "Saul" (13:9);
instead of "Barnabas and
Saul" as heretofore (11:30;
12:25; 13:2, 7) we now read

(Continued on page 6)




(Continued from page 5)

"Paul and Barnabas" (13:43,
46, 50; 14:20; 15:2, 22, 35);
only in 14:14 and 15:12, 25
does Barnabas again occupy
the first place, in the first
passage with recollection of
14:12, in the last two, be-
cause Barnabas stood in
closer relation to the Jerusa-
lem church than Paul. St.
Paul appears as the preach-
ing missionary (13:16; 14:8-
9, 19-20), whence the Ly-
strans regarded him as Her-
mes, St. Barnabas as Zeus
(14:12). Returning from this
first missionary journey to
Antioch, they were again
sent up to Jerusalem to con-
sult with the church there
regarding the relation of
Gentiles to the church (Acts
15:2; Galatians 2:1). Accord-
ing to Gal. 2:9-10, Barnabas
was included with Paul in the
agreement made between
them, on the one hand, and
James, St. Peter, and St.
John, on the other, that the
two former should in the fu-
ture preach to the pagans,
not forgetting the poor at Je-
rusalem. This matter having
been settled, they returned
again to Antioch, bringing the
agreement of the council that
Gentiles were to be admitted
into the church.

Having returned to Antioch
and spent some time there
(15:35), St. Paul asked
Barnabas to accompany him
on another journey (15:36).
Barnabas wished to take
John Mark along, but Paul
did not, as he had left them
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on the former journey (15:37-
38). The dispute ended by
Paul and Barnabas taking
separate routes. Paul took
Silas as his companion, and
journeyed through Syria and
Cilicia; while Barnabas took
his younger cousin, John
Mark, to visit Cyprus (15:36-
41).

St. Barnabas is not men-
tioned again by St. Luke in
the Acts of the Apostles.
However, in Gal. 2:13 a little
more is learned about him,
and his weakness under the
taunts of the Jewish Chris-
tians is evident; and from 1
Corinthians 9:6 it may be
gathered that he continued
to labor as missionary.
Certain Jews coming to Syria
and Salamis, where
Barnabas was then preach-
ing the gospel, being highly
exasperated at his extraordi-
nary success, fell upon him
as he was disputing in the
synagogue, dragged him out,
and, after the most inhu-
mane tortures, stoned him to
death. His kinsman, John
Mark, who was a spectator
of this barbarous action, pri-
vately interred his body in a
cave, where it remained till
the time of the Emperor
Zeno, in the year 485 AD.2

A monastery built in his
name at Salamis, Cyprus, is
where a tomb reputed to
hold his remains was found
in 488.2He is venerated as
the Patron Saint of Cyprus.

It is with a very red face that
| offer my sincerest apology
to Mr. Bill Carducci. All of the
pictures of the Affirmation
Dinner story in the last news-
letter were taken and gra-
ciously donated by him. |
completely failed to mention
this fact or give proper attri-
bution. | am truly sorry for
this oversight.

I have included a (short) trip
down memory lane on pages
eight and nine: the article
from the May 2002 Newslet-
ter on the Affirmation Dinner
held that year. It highlights
some of our longer serving
Priests and Religious even
though it includes the Or-
dained Clergy in the term
‘Religious’. Once again the
marvelous pictures are cour-
tesy of Mr. Bill Carduccil.
Thank you again, Bill!

Since this is my last edition
of the Serran Sentinel as
Editor | want to thank all
those who have helped with
newsworthy stories, espe-
cially Col Bob Venezia. He
has written virtually every
lead story we have had for
the last two and one half
years. Again | assert that if
every member wrote just one
story per year, we would
have a truly outstanding
newsletter. It is not too late!
With Larry Winker, who has
actual artistic talent, taking
over you have the opportu-
nity to have an award win-
ning newsletter!

-30-
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May 2002

[Photos courtesy Bill Carducci]

Serra Affirms
Vocations

The Serra Club of South Palm Beach
County held it's annual Religious Affirmation
Dinner at St Vincent Ferrer Hall on Wednes-
day, April 24™ to thank all the religious of our
Diocese and affirm them in their vocations.
Featured speaker was Father Irvine Nugent,
Director of Vocations for the Diocese of Palm
Beach.

| Father Nugent
began his
‘State of the
Union’ address
with a refer-
ence to the
current crisis in
the American
Church and
pointing out
that the Japa-
nese word for
crisis is made
up of two
words: one
meaning dan-
ger and one
meaning oppor-
tunity. We are a
people of hope and must remind ourselves of
opportunity. God calls people to ministry and
those of us in the vocations ministry must be
a light to the rest of the Church, constantly
seeking opportunity to promote and foster
vocations.

Father Irvine Nugent ad-
dresses Affirmation Dinner

The people of God are always going to need
Priests, Nuns, Brothers and Deacons. Father
gave special recognition to three of the Sis-
ters present for their long and devoted ser-
vice to the Lord:

Sr. M. Finbarr Morrissey, RSM 58 yrs
Sr. Paula Blue, SC
Sr. John Marita Fenton, SC

Together the have 179 years of service! Dur-
ing that time they have touched many people
and made a difference in many, many lives.

56 yrs
65 yrs

[Ed. Note: My family was particularly touched
by Sr. Mary Finbarr, who taught three of our
children at St Vincent Ferrer School. She
was especially important to our youngest
daughter Caroline, who had the bad luck to
be a member of the most infamous eighth
grade class in the school’s history. Caroline
was able to get through it because of the
guidance, love and example of Sister Fin-
barr. Thank you, Sister Finbarr! To this day
Sister still asks about each or our children by
name every time we see her]

Many, if not most, of these stories will never
be told.

Father Irvine has just returned from the North
American Congress on Vocations in Mont-
real, Canada where the vocation directors
endeavored to come up with plans for the
future. He reported that they hold great hope
for the future because of three major charac-
teristics they find in the youth of today:

They have incredible generosity  and ide-

alism.
They have great spirituality.

They view Priests and Religious as role
models.

Father Nugent closed by thanking all the Re-
ligious of our diocese and recognizing three
Priests who are celebrating 50 years of
Priesthood this year:

Rev. John A. Skehan, Pastor of St Vincent
Ferrer Church

Rev. Joseph Lang
Rev. Maurice O’'Connor.

Thank you, Fathers for your great gifts to us
and for being an inspiration to our youth.

%o
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