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Sister Helen Kilijanski, ASCJ 
spoke to us at our Serra Club 
breakfast on April 1, 2008.  
Speaking from experience 
and from her heart, Sr. 
Helen’s casual style captured 
our interest right from the 
start.  As Asst. Director of Vo-
cations and Manager of the 
Deaconate Program for the 
Diocese of Palm Beach, Sis-
ter could obviously speak first 
hand about both of these very 
important programs. 
 
 Referring to a relatively recent 
study on vocations by the National Council of Catholic Bishops, Sr. Helen 
related that vocations flourish in parishes where: 

Youth groups function with projects and programs to complete. 
Eucharistic and Marian devotions and holy hours occur regularly. 
Catholic schools and/or CCD programs in the parish promote vocations. 
More than one priest, and hopefully some religious, is assigned. 

 
 Returning to her topic, Sister reminded us that we must acknowledge and 
pray for all three vocations – single, married, and religious.  We must also 
realize that discernment takes time.  After much listening and prayer, we 
will learn  the vocation for each of us. 
 
 Sr. Helen then shared with us what else we and others can do to improve 
the climate for vocations to the clergy and other religious life.  For example, 
we can take vocation prayer cards and/or The Florida Catholic to the home 
bound.  We can introduce a “journal of grace received” into our Chalice Pro-
gram, where families enter notes into the journal before passing the chalice 
and journal to the next family.  And after bible study or holy hour, we can 
say a rosary for vocations.  Concerning the kids in our parish school, we 
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MOST REV. GERALD M. BARBARITO 
Bishop of Palm Beach  
561 775 9500 
 
 REV. YVES FRANCOIS 
Director of Vocations & Seminarians 
561 775 9555 
 
 REV. JOSEPH KUCZBORSKI  
Chaplain 
561 276 6892 
 
 LARRY J. WINKER 
President  
561 997 5997 
 
 JIM ANDERSON 
President-elect 
561 994 9267 
 
 MICHAEL FARENGA  
Vice President - Vocations  
561 703 4042 
 
 BARBARA HOSTOMSKY 
Vice President - Membership  
561 364 4924 
 
 VERONICA M. COMRIE 
Vice President - Programs 
561 752 2988 
 
 ROBERT A. VENEZIA 
Vice President - Communications 
561 279 9393 
 
 NANCY NOONAN 
Secretary 
561 276 3299 
 
 RICHARD N. PARK 
Treasurer 
Newsletter Editor  
Webmaster 
561 737 1782 
 
 FERNANDE CAMINO 
Foundation Representative 
561 395 9412 
 
  
 TRUSTEES  
 
 JOHN MCGILLICUDDY 
561 392 3361 
 
 LON PHILLIPS 
561 997 5486 
 
 RICHARD SIEGEL 
561 266 6114 

Date Program 

May 6 

Breakfast Meeting 

Fr. Germain Kopaczynski 

St. Mark Catholic Church 

May 11 
Pentecost Sunday 

Mothers Day 

May 17 Armed Forces Day 

May 20 Breakfast Meeting 

Jun 1 

Ordination to the Diaconate 

Mr. Brian Campbell 

St Paul of the Cross Catholic Church 

Jun 3 
Breakfast Meeting 

Installation of Officers 

Jun 17 
Breakfast Meeting 

Fr Ives Francois, Diocesan Director of Vocations 

Jul 1 

Breakfast Meeting 

Fr. Richard Florek, OFM Conv. 

Pastor, St Mark Catholic Church 

Jul 1 Blessed Junipero Serra Day 

Jul 4 Independence Day! 

Jul 15 Breakfast Meeting 

Aug 12-17 Serra International Convention, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

  

  

  

  

  

Calendar of  Events 

 
The Club meets on the FIRST and THIRD Tuesday of 
each month beginning with 7:00 am Mass at St Vincent 
Ferrer Church, 840 Palm Trail, Delray Beach, followed by 
a breakfast meeting at the Holiday Inn Oceanside, 2809 
South Ocean Boulevard, Highland Beach 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

 
Did you know? 

  

You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer and even once say "I" 

You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer and even once say "my" 

You cannot pray the Lord’s Prayer and not include another 

You cannot ask for daily bread and not include your brother 

For others are included in each and every plea 

From the very beginning, it never once says "me" 

  

The Lord’s Prayer....how beautiful! 

  

Perhaps the message here could be "get your own house in order 

"by forgetting about "I" "my" and "me" and turn to service for "we" 

"they" and "them". 

  

With summer approaching quickly, our "special" seasonal people 

will be returning north.  This will create a little more time on 

our hands and for some, perhaps a little more loneliness. This, then, 

is the perfect season for putting "words into deeds". 

  

Because of the materialistic world we live in and the influence 

it has on our lives. It is very easy to put "me" at the top of our 

"VIP" list. "I" am number one.....period! 

  

Now comes the "wow" part of reality.  Each one of us is very spe-

cial, not just "me". Each one of us is born in the image and likeness 

of god, not just "me".  Each one of us must remember that we are 

"dust and unto dust we shall return". 

  

Just because our brother lives in some distant land does not mean 

he belongs to a different family.  God loves each person to the 

same degree. But sometimes shows it in a different way. If he is 

hungry, it may just be our assistance that is required to balance that 

need.  If he is thirsty, it just may be our assistance that is required 

to balance that need....and so on! 

  

Thoughts such as these may not always seem like "fun" things to 

think about to do for the "I" "my" and "me" in each of us....but the 

reward experience for "we" "they" and "them" will be truly worth 

it. 

  

Forming new attitudes requires much courage in many ways....but 

it will also take some of the wow! Out of reality!!..... 

  

  

                                                                                            Father Joe 

can pray for them.  And we 
can help them get involved in 
service projects,  such as a 
food kitchen, or cleaning the 
yard of a needy person, or 
helping to build homes for 
those without a home. 
 
 Her ending was a little sur-
prising but very valid.  We 
must not knock our clergy, 
particularly in front of young 
people  In fact, we  should act 
nicely to them, even send 
them a “thank you” note at 
times.   And when people 
speak unkindly about a priest, 
deacon or sister, we should 
gently move the conversation 
to something else.  For some 
additional affirmation, how 
about telling an altar server 
that he or she would make a 
great priest or nun?  Amen. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 From the Editor’s Desk 

 

Catholic Dictionary 

-------------------- 

 

AMEN: The only part of a prayer 

that everyone knows. 

 

JUSTICE: When kids have kids of 

their own. 

 

JESUITS: An order of priests 

known for their ability to found 

colleges with good basketball 

teams. 

 

BULLETIN: 

1. Parish information, read only 

during the homily. 

2. Catholic air conditioning. 

3. Your receipt for attending Mass. 

 

RELICS: People who have been 

going to Mass for so long, they 

actually know when to sit, kneel, 

and stand. 



S E R R A  C L U B 
OF SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Club 638  District 30  Region 14 

www.serraspbc.org  

PRAY! INVITE! ENCOURAGE! AFFIRM! VOCATIONS   

Page 4 

Serra Club of South Palm Beach County 

Minutes of the Board meeting 

April 22, 2008 
 

  

Date:  Tuesday, March 25, 2008   Place:  St. Vincent Ferrer conference room 
 

Present: Veronica Comrie; Michael Farenga; Barbara Hostomsky; Lon Phillips; Nancy 
Noonan; Richard Park; Richard Siegel; Robert Venezia Larry Winker 

Absent Jim Anderson; Fr. Joe Kuczborski; John McGillicuddy 
 

Opening Prayer.  Larry Winker called meeting to order at 7:05 p. m.  It was noted that 
Fr. Joe is sick.  We all prayed for his speedy recovery. 

 

Approval of minutes for 3/25/08 meeting. Bob Venezia moved, seconded by Richard 
Siegel to approve the minutes as prepared by Nancy Noonan.  Unanimous approval. 

 

Induction ceremony of new members:  Positive comments on Fr. Joe’s induction of 
new members at the Mass.  All agreed that we should do this for future new mem-

bers. 

 

Theme for upcoming year:  Will be up to new president – Jim Anderson – but some 
thoughts included “Hope” which the Pope brought to the U.S. on his recent visit. 

 

Nominating Report:    We need to finalize the slate of new officers and board members.   
Several people have expressed a willingness to serve.  Jim Anderson will automati-

cally move up to President from his current position of President-Elect.  

 

Programs – Veronica has put a schedule together through next year.  The first 6 months 
are confirmed with the second half nearly confirmed.   Everyone thanked Veronica 

for her efforts and wonderful selection of speakers.   Bob Venezia will be away so 

cannot write up the May 6th speaker’s remarks for the newsletter.  Michael Farenga 

agreed to fill in for him. 

 

Affirmation Dinner   Dick Park distributed a financial statement for the dinner. Reve-
nue were slightly less than expanse resulting a small deficit for the event.  Discussion 

of what we need to do so we do not run events in the red. 

   

Remarks –We received thank you notes from Sr. Mary Clare and Sr. Joan Carusillo. 
  

Closing Prayer and   Meeting adjourned 8:10 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Nancy Noonan, Secretary 
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Membership News 
Barbara Hostomsky 

VP Membership 
 
 Last month we inducted four 
new members into the Serra 
Club of South Palm Beach 
County at our second meeting 
on April 15th  
 
The Induction ceremony was 
conducted by our Chaplain, Fr 
Joe, after the 7:00 am mass at 
St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic 
Church. (See picture at right) 
 
Please join us and help wel-
come our newest members: 
 
Deacon Lee & Alice Levenson 
Geraldine Preston 
Joanne Lizardi. 

L to R Back Row: Deacon Lee Levenson, Fr Joe Kuczborski (Chaplain), 

Front Row: Alice Levenson, Gerri Preston, Barbara Hostomsky (VP 

Membership), Joanne Lizardi, Larry Winker (President) 

Saint Matthias, Apostle and Martyr                                Feast May 14th 

Mathias was one of the first to follow our Savior; and he was an eye-witness 
of all His divine actions up to the very day of the Ascension. He was one of 
the seventy-two disciples; but our Lord had not conferred upon him the dig-
nity of an apostle. And yet, he was to have this great glory, for it was of him 
that David spoke, when he prophesied that another should take the bishop-
ric left vacant by the apostasy of Judas the traitor. In the interval between 
Jesus' Ascension and the descent of the Holy Ghost, the apostolic college 
had to complete the mystic number fixed by our Lord Himself, so that there 
might be the twelve on that solemn day, when the Church, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, was to manifest herself to the Synagogue. The lot fell on 
Mathias; he shared with his brother-apostles the persecution in Jerusalem, 
and, when the time came for the ambassadors of Christ to separate, he set 
out for the countries allotted to him. Tradition tells us that these were Cap-
padocia and the provinces bordering on the Caspian Sea. 
 
The virtues, labor, and sufferings of St. Mathias have not been handed down to us: this explains the 
lack of proper lessons on his life, such as we have for the feasts of the rest of the apostles. Clement 
of Alexandria records in his writings several sayings of our holy apostle. One of these is so very ap-
propriate to the spirit of the present season, that we consider it a duty to quote it. 'It behooves us to 
combat the flesh, and make use of it, without pampering it by unlawful gratifications. As to the soul, 
we must develop her power by faith and knowledge.' How profound is the teaching contained in 
these few words! Sin has deranged the order which the Creator had established. It gave the outward 
man such a tendency to grovel in things which degrade him, that the only means left us for the resto-
ration of the image and likeness of God unto which we were created, is the forcible subjection of the 
body to the spirit. But the spirit itself, that is, the soul, was also impaired by original sin, and her incli-
nations were made prone to evil; what is to be her protection? Faith and knowledge. Faith humbles 
her, and then exalts and rewards her; and the reward is knowledge. 
~from The Liturgical Year, Abbot Gueranger O.S.B. via Catholic Culture 
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A f f i r m a t i o n D i n n e r 
April 8, 2008 

Ascension Catholic Church 
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Serra Club of South Palm Beach County 

4770 Pine Tree Drive 

Boynton Beach, Fl 33436 

 

 
Our Lady of Grace 


